
LEPROSY REVIEW 77 

of leprosy there is usually some degree of anresthesia of the 
cornea and devitalisation of the conj unctiva and sclera. 
As a result of loss of corneal reflex there is already some 
latent infection of the conjunctiva and some injury to the 
cornea. In these cases palliative measures are worse than 
useless. 

Application of paraffin to the eyelids of these cases has 
been known to afford a shelter to the secondary organisms 
which were enabled to multiply in the canthi and in the 
fornices of the conjunctiva, and produce a purulent 
exudation. . 

After a visit from Dr. Gass, of ChandkurL he demon­
strated an operation on lateral tarsorrophy. We continued 
to perform this operation, and have found since then that 
great care has to be taken in the selection of cases. A 
cripple patient cannot be expected to keep his eyes clean 
after the operation. If the eye is not kept clean, the artificial 
protection afforded to the bulber conjunctiva and the cornea 
by the operation will form a pocket in which secondary 
organism� can multiply vigorously and make the result of 
operation worse than the original ectropion itself. We have 
had experience of this lately, and therefore, in crippled cases 
one should hesitate before attempting a canthorraphy. 

Finally, to secure uniformly successful results after 
operation it is essential to examine the stools for hookworm 
ova and erradicate them if they exist otherwise wounds do 
not heal up quickly owing to the paucity of hcemoglobin. 
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