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e.g., perineum, groin, axillce, neck and face, where the 
absence of bandages is an. advantage and where the spraying 
method gives better results, but the compress method has 
been and can be used with good effect in these areas. It 
must be realised where destruction of subcutaneous muscular 
tissues has occurred, that scarring and contracture are 
inevitable, and therefore compresses or spraying should be 
applied in such a position, that subsequent contractures may 
be counteracted . Equally is it obvious that although full 
epithelialisation will have occurred in those areas where the 
first, second or third degree burns have occurred, an ulcer 
must be expected, and will be met with in deeper burns, and 
this, if extensive, should be treated by subsequent auto
genous skin grafting, or if small, by the application of some 
such lotion as the following : purified alum, grs. 20 ; zinc 
sulphate, grs. 10 ; glycerin, 7 fluid ounces ; water, to one 
pint. 

In order to meet the desirability of applying the solution 
warm, it is advised to keep a concentrated solution of tannic 
acid and mercury chloride and dilute with warm water 
when required. This stock solution should not be more than 
double strength, as in stronger strengths it is inclined to 
decompose more quickly. The tablets, the formula of 
which has been given, are advised where storage of solution 
is likely to be a bother. The tablets when dissolved in 
water make a slightly muddy solution due to the boric acid 
used as an excipient ; this does not interfere in any way 
with its efficacy of coagulation. 

In St. Thomas' Hospital, from 1924-1928, the mor
tality from burns was 15.5 % and that from scalds 7.5 % .  
In the period from 1929-32, when 2 %  tannic acid and Hg Cl2 
1 /2,000 was used, the mortality fell in the case of burns to 
4 % and in the case of scalds to 1 .7 % . 
( We are indebted to the Editor of " The Lancet " for permission 
to abstract this valuable article, and would advise the reader to 
consult the original for further details . )  
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