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Editorial. 

WE give the first place in this number to a stimulating 
and instructive article written by Dr. Wade, of CuJion . 
Within the last few months the controversy regarding 

the best anti-leprosy measures has been revived in certain 
quarters . We think that Dr. Wade lays his finger on the 
most effective means when he says: " The Philippine 
system as projected, combines segregation of the infective 
cases , attraction of such cases by the treatment and to some 
extent by local rather than distant segregation, dispensary 
treatment of the incipient cases, and intensive survey and 
educational work in the field . "  Dr. Wade goes on to state 
another truth when he says : " It is realised that to extend 
this whole system immediately over the entire archipelago 
is quite impossible."  

In present-day leper work there i s  a danger of  con
centrating on one scheme, and forgetting that it is only by 
a combination of schemes that the attack against this tenacious 
foe can properly be pursued. The leper must be treated 
at every stage of the disease ; the public must learn to be 
afraid of leprosy, but not to shun the leper ; and medical 
men must be efficiently trained, so that they understand the 
disease with which they are fighting. Then, and only then, 
will this age-long scourge be brought under control . When 
an enlightened public opinion arises in any nation, then 
the conditions in the country become inimical to the 
spread of the disease, and leprosy begins automatically 
to die out. We have necessarily put our weight in the 
balance against any measure of compulsory segregation, 
because we feel that this defeats its own end. On the other 
hand we consider that to lay emphasis on one aspect of 
the problem alone is equally futile. No anti-leprosy scheme 
is complete without the following;-

I.-Training of medical men and others in the diagnosis 
and treatment of the disease. 

2 .-The establishment of out-patient clinics in suitable 
areas . 

a.-The establishment of leprosy hospitals and colonies 
which could be centres for training and research. 

4.-A survey of the country or district ascertaining 
the type, numbers and distribution of cases. 

5.-The gradual education of the public by means of 
propaganda, remembering that propaganda must 
not exceed facilities for treatment, that is, it is no 
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use telling people that leprosy is amenable to treat
ment if there are not sufficient centres to cope with 
the treatment of cases . 

Each country has to view the problem in its own peculiar 
light, but the ultimate aim should be to organise a system 
which will reach every leper, early or late, and bring him 
under active treatment, preventing, where possible, infective 
cases passing on the disease to contacts . Until this object 
is attained we venture to suggest that anti-leprosy schemes 
are incomplete . 

Evolution of the Campaign in the 
Philippine Islands. 

H. W. WADE. 

THE plan of the anti-leprosy campaign in the Philippine 
Islands has undergone decided change in the past 
few years. It has long been unusually extensive, 

though essentially simple. As now planned, and to some 
extent as it is actually in operation, it is more elaborate 
and differs more or less from that carried on in any other 
comparable region .  

Systematic anti-leprosy work in the Philippines was 
started early in the present century. During Spanish times 
the only work on behalf of lepers was done by the Catholic 
Church, which maintained three small institutions, by nature 
simply refuges for those who chose to go to them. Those 
that were established at Manila (the San Lazaro Hospital) 
and Cebu have continued in use; they are the largest 
detention stations in the Islands, and the only places outside 
of Culion where as yet, under the present system a large 
number of lepers are being kept for any length of time. 

Very early in the American regime preparations were 
begun for systematic work by the Government. At that 
time general (i.e., compulsory) segregation of all known 
lepers who were considered infectious (because bacteriologi
cally positive by the usual methods of examination) was 
the only available measure that gave any promise of success 
under existing conditions . It is to be realised that the 
general, economic and personal hygienic level of the masses 
was not high, and that home isolation was utterly impracti
cable, as it still is . It was concluded that all lepers should 
be isolated in a single colony. 


