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crops with which to feed the population. The Nigerian Government 
has spent as much as i5,000 in one year on the 1,000 odd lepers segre
gated here. When we remember that there are not less than 90,000 
lepers in the whole country, it is obvious that unless this cost is reduced 
by the lepers growing their own food supplies, the problem of tackIing 
leprosy as a whole in Nigeria and elsewhere wiU be extremely difficult. 
If leprosy is to be combated seriously within the next few decades, then, 
wherever possible, the earlier and less infectious cases should be treated 
in out-patient clinics, and the more infectious should be voluntarily 
isolated in colonies where leper labour is employed for building the 
huts, and the food supplied mainly from the colony's own crops. 

Correspondence. 

DEAR SIR, 

In LEPROSY NOTES, No. 5, of April, 1929,· on page 27, there is a 
statement made that " at Mantivu there is a Sister undergoing treat
ment who contracted the dread disease while working in an asylum 
in Burma." This is not correct. This Sister has never been in Burma. 
My plea for drawing attention to this insertion is that at both the 
asylums, the one at Rangoon and that at Mandalay, Sisters of the 
Franciscan Order are engaged in nursing the leper. As they are some
times changed from one asylum to the other they have more or less 
alI, at one time or another, come under my care. There is a standing 
routine laid down in these places for personal disinfection, and also 
precautionary measures to be taken by the Sisters, and we are proud 
of the fact that, though they have been in -daily contact with lepers for 
30 years in some cases there has not yet been a case of leprosy contracted 
amongst them. I shall be much obliged if a correction to this effect 
could kindly be made in a later issue of LEPROSY NOTES. 

MANDALAY, 

Yours faithfully, 

(Signed) PERCY M. C. PEACOCK, 

Superintendent, St. John's Leper Home. 

August 20th, 1929. 

• The artic1e referred to in this correspondence was an extract from the 
Ceylon Morning Leader .-EDITOR. 




