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In the United States. 

NAJIONAL LEPROSARI U M  AT CARVILLE , LOU I S IANA. 

By O.  E .  DENN�, M .D. ,  D . T.M . , Medical Officer in C rge. 

I n  recent years , the lowering of the mortal ity among the 
hospitalised lepers , the decrease in suffering from acute and chronic 
manifestations of leprosy and the increasing number of pat ients 
paroJ.ed as no longer a menace to publ ic health , have ' combined 
to improve the morale and to accentuate the optimism of the 
already remarkably contented group in this hospital . 

In the last twelve months ,  73 new patients were admitted ; six 
re deported as not being lega lly entitled to hospi tal isation ; 19 

led ,  with a resulting mortal i ty of 68 per thousand. Since the 
hospi tal was organised i n  1894,  one or more lepers have been 
admitted from all States of the Union excepting eleven. At the 
close of the fiscal year ,  ending June 30th ,  1928 , the population 
of the hospital was 293 .  Approximately one-half of the lepers are 
foreign born . Most of the n;itive born have come from the Gulf 
Coast States , Louis iana,  Florida and Texas. 

Eleven patients were paroled , the largest number discharged in 
any twelve months period,  and representing 4% of the mean popu­
lation . of the hospi tal. Since the Federal Government assumed 
control of the Hospital in  1 92 1 ,  29 patients have been paroled , and 
but one has returned for further treatment because of relapse. 

The proximity of the Leprosari um to New Orleans has faci l i ­
tated visits by phys icians . Lectures and clinics have been con­
tinued as a part of anti-leprosy propaganda ; 91 physicians ,  90 
dentists , 104 med i cal students ,  and 12 nurses vis ited the 
h ospital during the year. 

Chaulmoogra oil continues as the medicament of greatest pro­
mise , and the recent method* of administering the crude o i l hypo­
dermically , in a relatively painless manner, has increased in popu­
larity with the pati ents. Nearly two-th i rds of al l  the lepers are 
now receiving bf-weekly intramuscular injections of Benzocaine­
Chaulmoogra. The crude oil combined with Befizocaine 
admin istered oral ly in capsules i s  wel l  tolerated by the stomach , 
and most of the patients take, relatively large doses with a 
minimum of discomfort . 
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I t  is remarkable that in a group of nearly 300 lepers , no 

major surgery has been Indicated in t,he last year,  and only 1 18 
minor operations were performed.  This is partly due to the constant 
adequate medical and nursing surveillance. 

The various methods of applying physio-therapy , particularly . 

toward e correction or prevention of deformities of the anresthetic 
type of leprosy have been continued with the enthusiastic c�pera­
tiOIli of many patients. During the year 38,736 treatments were 
given by a physio-therapist and three leper aides . 

Special study is being, given in the ophth{tlmologic clinic to 
prophylaxis and treatment of leprous ophthalmia and various 
experiments are being performed with some degree of success in 
relief of the intense pa in and photophobia so frequently associated 
with acute and chronic eye complications. 

In the dental clinic ,  each newly admitted leper receives a routine 
examination and such treatment as may be indicated. Pyorrhrea 
alveolaris is common among new ly admitted patients , and actfote 
corrective measures are promptly instituted. 

Laboratory investigations during the year have been d irected 
lat;gely toward blood chemistry, and it is  anticipated that the con­
tinued routine examinations of the blood of a large number of lepers 
over a long period of time will eventually bring to light some 
information on this re latively obscure subject. 

With such a large group of lepers i '1  relatively good health , 
the administratives of the Leprosarium are constantly at their .. 
wits end to provide adequate employment in order to prevent 
undue morbid introspection . An average of one-third of the leper 
population is continuously engaged in the performance of minor 
activities of the hospital ; assisting the nurses in the care of the 
ill, bl ind and otherwise helpless patients ; cleaning of wards and 
grounds ; a'ssisting in the laboratories , etc. , and each leper so 
employed receives a monthly stipend for :1i., work. 

I n  so far as practicable, most non-technical work within the 
colony proper, excepting that in connection with the dietetic and 
laundry departments , has been performed by the lepers.  The 
results in terms of work performed and the ma

-
intenance of pr"per 

morale have been sat i sfactory. 

The proper emp loyment of the time o{ th� b l i n c ,  men,tally 
deficient or maimed leper gives greater concern,  and a department 
of occupational therapy has aeen organised under a trained 
therap ist  to endeavour to employ the minds as well as the bodies 
of those especially stricken.  




