
Work of the Indian Council.  

The Indian Council Df The British Empire LeprDsy Relief Asso
cialt iDn has now cDmpleted three years of its life . The first Df 
these years was occupied with t he issue Df the appeal fDr funds 
and in making knDwn the Dbjects fDr wh ich it was being issued , 

in Drder to. bring abDut an enthusiastic respDnse ; and also. with 
the fDrmu lat iDn Df its plans Df aCtiDn . 

The appeal which was i ssued in January, 1925 ,  was clDsed j ust 
a year after,  when a sum Df Dver twenty lakhs Df rupees had been 
cDllected. With regard to. its prDgramme Df wDrk the Indian 
CDuncil lai d dDwn the fDl1Dwing fundamental principles :-

( 1 )  That the aim Df the Indian CDuncil is  to. capital ise the 
entire co.l 1eotiDns made and to. spend Dnly the revenue thereDf. 

(2) That the primary Dbl igatio.n Df the Indian CDuncil is the 
effective di scharge Df its d uity to. I ndia as a whDle. 

The cDllect iDns were accDrdingly invested in GDvernment 
Securities Df the face value Df Rs .20 . 2 1 ,000, calculated to. yield 
a permanent revenue Df abDut Rs. 1 . 2 1 , 000 every year. 

It was resDlved to. apply this revenue :-

( i . ) in the prDmDtiDn Df research into. the variDus phases of 
the disease and into. the methods Df diagnDsis aRd treat
ment ; 

( i i . ) in the tra ining Df dDctDrs in the diagnDsls and special 
treatment Df leprDsy ; 

( i i i . )  in the publicatiDn Df material with a view to. prDpagate 
a true knDwledge Df the disease ,  its treatment and pre
ventiDn , both for medical men and the laity ; 

(iv . ) in the annual subventiDn Df PrDvincial Committees for the 
promot iDn Df approved �chemes Df purely local sCDpe . 

In apportiDning the reven ue as between these var ious activities 
it was resolved that the fi rst three items ,  which were placed in 
the charg"e of the Central CDmm ittee , ShDUld not use up mDre 
than 50 per cent . , and the entire balance was to be distributed 
to. PrDvi

"
ncial Committees in  the proportion of their cDntribut iDns 

to the capital sum collected. In actual pract ice , however,  the 
Cent ral Comm ittee ha s been able to. carry on its task in  well  
within 40 per cent .  Df the revenue, and has distribt ued the entire 
balance to the Provincial CDm mittees. By reason of th e  adher
ence Df the Centra l and Provincial bod ies to thei r  allotted spheres 
there has been n o.  overlapping Df a ctiv i t i e s ,  nor any waste of 
energy ; and the pace Df progress has been accelerated. 



[ n  the matter of research , t h e  Council  is acting in  close co-opera� 
t ion with the School of Tropical  Medicine and Hygien e , Calcutta, 
where Dr.  E .  M uir, M . D . , F . R . C . S . , had been ca rry ing o n  

l eprosy resea rch for a considerable  time past . The Council has 
provided Dr.  M u i r  w ith a n  �l ss istant by appoint ing- Dr. J. M .  
Henderson , M . B . , Ch. B .  (Glasgow) , on a salary o f  Rs. 1200-75-
1 500 , the necessary equi pment , and other subord inate staff. I n  
1 9 2 7  th e Council  spent over Rs . 18 , 000/- on researc h ,  and s ince 
March , 1 9 2 8 ,  it has taken over the " Rat Leprosy I n q u iry "  from 
the Indian Research Fund A ssoc iat ion _ 

A sum of R s . 15 , OOO/- i s  allotted every year for the trai n in g 
of doctors. They are nominated from vari ous Provinces and 
I ndian States and a re deputed to the Sch ool of Tropical M ed ici ne 
and Hygie�e,  Calcutta , for a fortnight 's course of t ra ining under 
Dr.  Muir.  Four classes are now being held each year, at different 
t imes of the yea r to s u i t  the convenience of the doctors , and up 
to t he end of the year 1927 no less than 184 doctors had "een 
special ly trained . 

In the matter of propaganda the Counci l  has issued pamph lets 

and - leaflets, etc. , on the follow i ng subjects , and th is l i terature 
has most ly been distributed free :-

( I )  " Leprosy :  Diag-nos i s ,  Treatment and Prevention . " The 
4th edit ion of th is  book has j ust been publ ished . 

(2)  " Popular Lecture on Leprosy . " This book is copiously 
i l lustrated , and has a set of sl ides corl'espond ing to these i l lustra
tions.  I t  has gone th rough two editions within the course of 
a year. 

(3) " What the Public S hould Know about Leprosy. " This is  
another illustrated booklet, publ ished in 1 926 , which has proved 
so popular that it  has become necessary to publ i sh it  111 ten 

different vernaculars of the country .  
(4) A set of  1 2  charts ,  i llustrating the d ifferent phases of the 

disease, its prevent ion and treatment . 
(5) " Six Technical Lectures . " This book is i llu strated with 

105 pictures , which are also duplicated i n coloured s l ides . The 
lectures are intended for doctors wish ing to make a further study 
of leprosy and its special treatmen t .  

(6) A fi l m  wh ich depicts , through an interesting story, in a 

vivid and realistic manner, the causation , treatmen t  and preven
tion of leprosy . F ive copies of this film have been in demand 
from various parts of the country , and they have all been in  con 
stant exhibition -for the last three years . 

I n  add it ion to the above the I ndian Council are financing an 

experimental su rvey of selected a:reas in the different parts of the 



country to ascertain :-.: 
(a ) The re lative i ncidence of l e prosy in  different  pa rts  of I n d i a .  
(b) Th e classes o f  peopj le am ong whom lep rosy i s  most rife.  
(c) By com parison of leprou s with non-l eprous areas , and castes 

and classes of people among whom le prosy i s  com mon 
w i t h  those among" whom i t  is not, the ascertai n m e n t  of 
the cau ses which un derli e high inc idence . 

The s urvey , in so far as it has been u nde rtaken , has brought 
val uabl e information , and it  i s  hoped that it will  b r i n g  m uch new 
data to l i ght which w i l l  g-reatly he l p the prosecut i on of the 
a nt i -leprosy campa ign which has been i n a u g u ra t e d " 

B U L wANT SINGH PU R J ,  HoOn . Secretary , I ndian Counci l .  

Northern Nigeria-Vom Leper Hospital . 
D P .  W .  Barnden , of the S uda n United M i ssion , writes :
" I n  1925 i t  was felt that i n  v iew of the great success of the 

new leprosy treatmen t , we were under moral com puls ion t o  do 
someth ing to ' cleanse the leper. ' An extension of the ex ist i ng 
medical s ite  was therefore obtai ned from t h e  Governmen t ,  and a 
Leper D ispen sary was erected th e reon . The two plot s of land 
a re sepa rated by a road and each s u rrounded by a hedge. Treat
ment was then beg u n ,  and the inevitable happened-people came 
from a d istance , and we had n o  accom m odation . T h u s  leper 
quarters became a necessity i n  1926,  and a real ity the following 
year. They were built to house 12 men , but are fu l l up,  and 
over-flowing into the mort ua ry ! Now the n ext probl em : we have 
two leper women in-patients and n o  accom modat i on .  What are 
we go i ng to do about women lepers ? 

" The leper quarters e rected consist  of a bu i l d i ng com posed 
of cubicles with a verandah i n  front , the whole coverin g an a rea 
of 90 ft. by 25 ft. They i n c l ude a kitchen , corn gri nd i ng" room , 
store ,  indoor latri ne,  bath room , and fou r rooms for patients.  
There are also outdoor lat�ines . Al l the bu i ld ings have stone foun 
dat ions ,  ant-proof course of rivetted galvan ised i ron,  cement floors , 
walls of sundried mud b ricks , cem ent faced externally ,  match
boarded ce i l ing , and corrugated i ron roofs . .  The pat i ents all do 
manual work to pay for board , and the i r  segregation IS 

vol unta ry.  
" I n  addition to the dozen in-patients,  there are as many out

pat ients , who are rece iv ing " Moogrol I t  i n t ram uscularly and Sod 
Gydnocardate pills by mouth. " 
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Leprosy in Japan. 
Several estimates of the number of lepers in Jap 

made at different times. Recently the Central Social 
Association, a Japanese organisation, put the number of lepers 
in the country at 15 ,000. Dr. Albert Oltmans, however, who has 
been for many years engaged in work for J apanese lepers, and 
who is now General Secretary for Japan for the American ission 
to Lepers, entirely disagrees with this, and states that there are 
probably at least 60,000 lepers in Japan. 

Dr. Oltmans says, " Fifteen thousand does not come up by 
several thousands to the number actually registered with the 
Government, and those who know believe that the entire number 
of lepers in Japan is at least double the number registered with 
the authorities. " 

• 

The Lighter Side. 
Many people do not realise that lepers are still found in all 

parts of the world, and the following incidents prove this :-
The Secretary ' s wife was talking to a Scotch woman some 

time ago, and the latter asked, • •  What have you been doing in 
I ndia ? " 

. .  We have been looking after lepers, " was the reply . 

. .  Are they worth taming ? " was the next query, and a 

startling one. 
Recently the Secretary addressed the weekly lunch of the 

Portsmouth Rotary Club. A doctor rose at the close of the 
address to propose a vote of thanks, and said . that just before 
he came in to lunch he met, at his Club, an elderly retired 
Indian Colonel , and invited him to come to the lunch , saying
. .  The speaker has a s ubject that ought to interest you. " 

• •  What is he talking about ? " 

" About lepers. " 
. .  Oh ! I 've shot hundreds of them, " said the Colon�l. 

" 

been



Zanzibar's Grateful Lepers .  

The following comes from the Za!lzibar Official Gazette ;-
" Very few people have heard of Funzi . It is a small island 

near Zanzibar and its sole population consists of 25 lepers. Recently 
thl small European community in Zanzibar organised a charity 
concert and they devoted part of the proceeds to the afflicted of 
Funzi. They were well rewarded . Two of the lepers were appointed 
by their fellows to give suitable thanks and their letters will long 
be preserved in Zanzibar . One wrote ; , We pray that you may 
long be filled with confidence and love continually to be mindful 
of us who are infirm and that the dominion of the English may daily 
continue in might no less than the lords of the Government . For 
in olden times there was none to regard persons like ourselves, but 
now the majesty of England takes note ' f us and loves us . . .  God 
protect the English rule . '  The second letter, no less quaint, began 
with the words ' Greetings, most Potent, ' and was signed ' The 
Sick of Funzi. '  " 

Literature . 

" Leprosy : Abstract Reviews of Current Literature." This is a 
reprint of an excellent article which appeared in June issue of 
The Prescriber. It is now being issued in pamphlet form by the 
Association, and any reader not receiving a copy is a sked to write 
to the Secretary and ask for one . 
Various pamphlets, a list of which was given in No. 1 of LEPROSY 

NOTES have been issued by the Association, and others will be issued 
·as time passes. Anyone wishing to receive the l iterature issued is 
requested to send his name and full postal address to The Secretary, 
The British Empire Leprosy Relief Association, 24, Cavendish Square, 
London, W.1 . 

Y. R. GRUSS. LTD., PRIN'RRS, CROYDON. 




