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4. Exami1latioll of Contacts to Detect Early Cases.-If the above 
measures are combined with the following plan, advised by me in 
" LEPROSY," page 134, in the more advanced countries leprosy might 
possibly be reduced to under 10 per cento df the present numbers 
within a single decade. It is based on my condusions from three years 
study of the literature of the disease , that 80 per cento of the illfections 
are house ones, and in 80 per cento the incubation period is under 
five years. It follows that if, whellever a leper is discovered, all his 
household and other dose contacts are examined minutely for leprous 
lesions, and this is repeated every six months for five years. 80 per 
c,ent. of possible infections should be discovered and clearod up in 
early stages , reducing the remaining foci of infectioll by 80 per cento 
in five years, and in an other five years to 4 per cento This is being 
adopted in several countries at the present tiIpe. 

L. R. V 

Treatment of Leprosy m the Empire. 

In the Rouse of Commons on February 27th, Mr. Rarry Day 
asked the Secretary of State for the Colonies if any new stations 
were being built within the Empire for the treatment of leprosy 
by the hydnocarpus oil remedy, and whether he could make a ful! 
statement on the subject. 

Mr. A�ery • Secretary of State for the Colonies, replied :-

"In those parts of the Empire where Ieprosy exists active 
measures are being taken by the medicaI departments for its control, 
in many cases in co-operation with The Bdtish Empire Leprosy 
Relief Associatiolt and other agencies. Medicai Officers trained 
in recent methods'bave been detaiIed for 8pecial duty in Nigeria, 
the Gold Coast, Fiji, and other Colonies , while in ali areas attention 
is bcing given to the possibility of the eradication of the disease, 
by tire establishment of treatment stations, as in Tanganyika, Nyasa
land, Uganda, or by such other meana as the situation appears to 
demand." 

plan




