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The Work of the Association. 

The British Empire Leprosy Relief Association was constituted 
in the autumn of 1923, and has as its object the ridding of the Empire 
of leprosy. The Gommittee of the Association believes that if this 
object is to be achiev'ed 1t needs the co-operation of Government 
in lndia and the Colonies and Protectorates, the Missionary bodies 
carrying on work in those territories, the commercial commllnity 
and the natives of the various cOllntries. In order to secure such 
co-opera ion the Association, which is a voluntary hod y, has done 
ali that is possible to se cure the formation of branches of th.e Associa
tion in each p!p"t of the Empire where lepers are to be found. Each 
branch of the Association is responsible for the work in its OWII area, 
but the Associatioll seeks to aid in every way possible by frequently, 
sending out the latest information on the treatment of the disease 
providing th latest drugs tor treating leprosy, and by mafing grants 
of money for buildings. The Committee of the Association feels 
strongly that it is onIy by the co-operation of ali those who cao. do 
anything in the matter that the best results will be obtained, and 
if �epresentatives of the four classes mention ed are represented on 
the Committee!> of the local brançhes it means that there will he 
consultation as to the amount of work that needs to be undertaken, 
and division of the work to be done 80 as to prevent overlapping . 

Such branches of the Association have already been formed in 
I;n�ia, Nigeria, the Gold Coast, Sierra Leone, Uganda, Malta, Bar
bados and British Guiana. In Nigeria and the Gold Coast the Gover
nors have apppinted whoIe time medicai men as Hon. Secretaries of 
the respective local brancl1es, and they ""ill devote alI their time to 
deveIoping leprosy work in these colonies. In India a doctor has 
been appointed as Research Worker in connection .with the Indian 
Council, as the branch in lndia has been called by the Viceroy. The 
questjon of the formation of other branches of the Association is 
re.j.:eiViing attention in both Kenya and Tanganyika, and the Com
mittee of the Assóciation feeI that it wouId be helpful if a branch 
of the Association couíd be formed in ev<;:ry part of the Em:pire where 
lepers are found� There ois no idea of the local, branches being con
trolle4 from the Head Office of "the Association, as the Association 
onfy exists to be of service to those who are carrying on the work. 

In consider�ng what ought to be the best policy to be carried 
oui, the important fact to keep in mind is that our object in view 
is to eradicate the disease a1together. Sir Leonard Rogers in the 
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Foreword to "Leprosy in India" says:-

The organisation of the great humanitarian work of caring 
for the leper, which is so Iargely in the hands of Christian missions 
of various denominations, requires to be remodeIled in the light 
of the new situatiol1, for it is evident that a far greater service is 
rendered by curing the leper in the early stages of the disease, than 
in providing a home for him after the affection has reduced him to 
a helpless wreck. 

It is therefore considered that the best method to be employed 
is the establishment of Treatment Centres in ali districts where there 
are any considerable numbers of lepers, and that efforts should be 
directed towards attracting the lepers to come forward voluntarily 
and take treatment. I{ the early cases can be treated they will most 
probably recover, and thus will be prevented from §preading thc 
infection to others. There are already a considerable number of 
these Treatment Centres in existence, and the Association has made 
financiai grants to eighteen different places in British colonies in 
Mrica, for the enlargement of existing Treatment Centres, 01' the 
establishment of others where needed. In every case a qualified medicai 
man is either in charge, or has the supervision of the work which is 
carried on by a qualified nurse. 

The Committee of the Association will gladly consider any request 
for grants of money for the erection of buildings, such as a dispensary 
for the treatment of lepers, and the provision of simple accommodation 
for lepers who come' to a Treatment Centre for regular treatment, from 
anyone who is willing to undertake leprosy work, and would consider 
giving financiai grants for Government schemes if the entire funds 
for such schemes were net available locally. The Association will 
also provide the drugs, etc., that are needed for the treatment of lepers, 
and any applications for these will receive immediate attention if sent 
to the Secretary. 
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Lepers Eager for Treatment in S. Rhodesia. 

Dr. A. B. Macdonald, of the United Free Church of Srotland 
Mission, Itu, Southem Nigeria, writes :-

. 

" The Colony here is growing week by week, and we �e getting 
good support from the Govemment. The number 'on the roll is 
now 850." 
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